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The Fabrication of Louis XIV Dec 01 2019 Louis XIV was a man like any other, but the money and attention lavished on his
public image by the French government transformed him into a godlike figure. In this engrossing book, an internationally
respected historian gives an account of contemporary representations of Louis XIV and shows how the making of the royal
image illuminates the relationship between art and power. Images of Louis XIV included hundreds of oil paintings and
engravings, three hundred-odd medals struck to commemorate the major events of the reign, sculptures and bronzes, as well
as plays, ballets (in which the king himself sometimes appeared on stage), operas, odes, sermons, official newspapers and
histories, fireworks, fountains and tapestries. Drawing on an analysis of these representations as well as on surviving
documentary sources, Peter Burke shows the conscious attempt to 'invent' the image of the king and reveals how the
supervision of the royal image was entrusted to a committee, the so-called 'small academy'. This book is not only a fascinating
chronological study of the mechanics of the image-making of a king over the course of a seventy-year reign but is also an
investigation into the genre of cultural construction. Burke discusses the element of propaganda implicit in image-making, the
manipulation of seventeenth-century media of communication, the channels of communication (oral, visual and textual) and
their codes (literary and artistic), and the intended audience and its response. He concludes by comparing and contrasting
Louis's public image with that of other rulers ranging from Augustus to contemporary American presidents.
Louis XIV Dec 13 2020 Acclaimed author Philippe Erlanger, winner of the Grand Prix d'Histoire de l'Academie Francaise,
presents an intimately detailed portrait of France's most powerful and flamboyant ruler. With a novelist's elegant language and
psychological insight, Erlanger portrays the Sun King through the decades, showing the crucial effect of a childhood filled with
neglect and humiliation, and vividly depicting the King's spectacular style of leadership. "A brilliant, subtle portrait."--"Le
Monde." "The best work of history written in France for a century." --"Le Figaro."
The life and times of Louis xiv Jul 08 2020
The Secret Wife of Louis XIV Apr 16 2021 This work presents the extraordinary story of Francoise d'Aubigne, who managed
to make her way from grimmest poverty to the delicate position of becoming Louis XVI's secret wife and uncrowned queen.
Love and Louis XIV May 06 2020 Louis XIV, the highly-feted “Sun King”, was renowned for his political and cultural influence
and for raising France to a new level of prominence in seventeenth-century Europe. And yet, as Antonia Fraser keenly
describes, he was equally legendary in the domestic sphere. Indeed, a panoply of women—his mother, Anne; mistresses such
as Louise de la Vallière, Athénaïs de Montespan, and the puritanical Madame de Maintenon; and an array of
courtesans—moved in and out of the court. The highly visible presence of these women raises many questions about their
position in both Louis XIV’s life and in France at large. With careful research and vivid, engaging prose, Fraser makes the
multifaceted life of one of the most famous European monarchs accessible and vibrantly current.
King of the World Nov 04 2022 Winner of the Franco-British Society Book Prize 2019 'The ultimate biography of the Sun King'
Simon Sebag Montefiore Louis XIV dominated his age. He extended France's frontiers into Netherlands and Germany, and
established colonies overseas. The stupendous palace he built at Versailles became the envy of monarchs all over Europe. In
his palaces, Louis encouraged dancing, hunting, music and gambling. He loved conversation, especially with women: the
power of women in Louis's life and reign is a particular theme of this book. Louis was obsessed by the details of government
but the cost of building palaces and waging continuous wars devastated the country's finances and helped set it on the path to
revolution. Nevertheless, by his death, he had helped make his grandson king of Spain, where his descendants still reign, and
France had taken essentially the shape it has today. King of the World is the most comprehensive and up-to-date biography of

this hypnotic, flawed figure in English. It draws on all the latest research to paint a convincing and compelling portrait of a man
who, three hundred years after his death, still epitomises the idea of le grand monarque.
The Life of Louis XVI Jan 14 2021 A thought-provoking, authoritative biography of one of history's most maligned rulers Louis
XVI of France, who was guillotined in 1793 during the Revolution and Reign of Terror, is commonly portrayed in fiction and film
either as a weak and stupid despot in thrall to his beautiful, shallow wife, Marie Antoinette, or as a cruel and treasonous tyrant.
Historian John Hardman disputes both these versions in a fascinating new biography of the ill-fated monarch. Based in part on
new scholarship that has emerged over the past two decades, Hardman's illuminating study describes a highly educated ruler
who, though indecisive, possessed sharp political insight and a talent for foreign policy; who often saw the dangers ahead but
could not or would not prevent them; and whose great misfortune was to be caught in the violent center of a major turning
point in history. Hardman's dramatic reassessment of the reign of Louis XVI sheds a bold new light on the man, his actions, his
world, and his policies, including the king's support for America's War of Independence, the intricate workings of his court, the
disastrous Diamond Necklace Affair, and Louis's famous dash to Varennes.
The Sun King Jan 02 2020 A “devastatingly witty” biography of Louis XIV and the Court of Versailles—at once a historical
record of late 17th- and early 18th-century France and a gossip-filled narrative of lovers and rivals, artists and warriors (The
New York Times) The Sun King is a dazzling double portrait of Louis XIV and Versailles, the opulent court from which he ruled.
With characteristic élan, Nancy Mitford reconstructs the daily life of king and courtiers during France’s golden age, offering
vivid sketches of the architects, artists, and gardeners responsible for the creation of the most magnificent palace Europe had
yet seen. Mitford lays bare the complex and deadly intrigues in the stateroom and the no less high-stakes power struggles in
the bedroom. At the center of it all is Louis XIV himself, the demanding, mercurial, but remarkably resilient sovereign who
guided France through nearly three quarters of the Grand Siècle. Brimming with sumptuous detail and delicious bons mots,
and written in a witty, conversational style, The Sun King restores a distant glittering century to vibrant life.
History of Louis XIV Apr 28 2022 The story of Louis XIV-the "Sun King" of France, is a gripping tale of royal grandeur,
despotism, corruption, and moral degeneracy, which, in its very extravagance, laid the seed for the destruction of the French
royal house and the infamous revolution of 1789. During Louis XIV's lengthy reign he engaged in what seemed to be a neverending series of foreign wars, all the while furiously waging interreligious strife at home, as he ruthlessly suppressed
Protestant dissent and political conspiracies. His reign saw wars with the Dutch, the Austrians, and the War of the Spanish
Succession, a conflict which ultimately spread to North America and involved almost every power on the European continent.
As if these wars were not enough of a drain on the economy, Louis XIV's lavish court lifestyle also exhausted the treasury, and
all of France suffered grievously as he and his nobles lived debauched lives with no thought of tomorrow. Louis XIV's
successors would ultimately pay the price for his seventy-two-year despotic and careless reign, and it is, as the author notes,
regrettable that those who plunged France into the misery in which it found itself, died peacefully in their beds, leaving others
to be blamed. "The thoughtful reader will perceive that in this long and wicked reign Louis XIV was sowing the wind from which
his descendants reaped the whirlwind. It was the despotism of Louis XIV and of Louis XV which ushered in that most sublime
of all earthly dramas, the French Revolution."-from the Preface.
Age of Louis XIV Mar 04 2020
The Culture of Power and the Power of Culture Jul 28 2019 This account of old regime Europe explores the cultural revolution
which transformed 18th-century Europe. In the process the author explains, among other things, how Prussia became the
dominant power in Europe & why the French monarchy collapsed.
Age of Louis XIV Mar 16 2021
The Sun King at Sea Oct 23 2021 This richly illustrated volume, the first devoted to maritime art and galley slavery in early
modern France, shows how royal propagandists used the image and labor of enslaved Muslims to glorify Louis XIV.
Mediterranean maritime art and the forced labor on which it depended were fundamental to the politics and propaganda of
France’s King Louis XIV (r. 1643–1715). Yet most studies of French art in this period focus on Paris and Versailles,
overlooking the presence or portrayal of galley slaves on the kingdom’s coasts. By examining a wide range of artistic
productions—ship design, artillery sculpture, medals, paintings, and prints—Meredith Martin and Gillian Weiss uncover a vital
aspect of royal representation and unsettle a standard picture of art and power in early modern France. With an abundant
selection of startling images, many never before published, The Sun King at Sea emphasizes the role of esclaves turcs
(enslaved Turks)—rowers who were captured or purchased from Islamic lands—in building and decorating ships and other art
objects that circulated on land and by sea to glorify the Crown. Challenging the notion that human bondage vanished from
continental France, this cross-disciplinary volume invites a reassessment of servitude as a visible condition, mode of
representation, and symbol of sovereignty during Louis XIV’s reign.
International Politics and Warfare in the Age of Louis XIV and Peter the Great Aug 01 2022 The Peace of Westphalia (1648),
ending the Thirty Years' War, resulted in the rise of the modern European states system. However, dynasticism, power politics,
commerce, and religion continued to be the main issues driving International politics and warfare. Dr. William Young examines
war and diplomacy during the Age of Louis XIV and Peter the Great. His study focuses on the later part of the Franco-Spanish
War, the Wars of Louis XIV, and the Anglo-Dutch Wars in the West. In addition, the author explores the wars of the Baltic
Region and East Europe, including the Thirteen Years' War, Second Northern War, War of the Holy League, and the Great
Northern War. The study includes a guide to the historical literature concerning war and diplomacy during this period. It
includes bibliographical essays and a valuable annotated bibliography of over six hundred books, monographs, dissertations,
theses, journal articles, and essays published in the English language. International Politics and Warfare in the Age of Louis
XIV and Peter the Great is a valuable resource for individuals interested in the history of diplomacy, warfare, and Early Modern

Europe.
Visitors to Versailles Jan 26 2022 What was it like to visit one of the most magnificent courts of Europe? Based on a wealth of
contemporary documents and surviving works of art, this lavish book explores the experiences of those who swarmed the
palace and grounds of Versailles when it was the seat of the French monarchy. Engaging essays describe methods of
transportation, the elaborate codes of dress and etiquette, precious diplomatic gifts, royal audiences, and tours of the palace
and gardens. Also presented are the many types of visitors and guests who eagerly made their way to this center of power and
culture, including day-trippers and Grand Tourists, European diplomats, overseas ambassadors, incognito travelers, and
Americans. Through paintings and portraits, furniture, costumes and uniforms, arms and armor, guidebooks, and other works
of art, Visitors to Versailles illuminates what travelers encountered at court and what impressions, gifts, and souvenirs they
took home with them. In bringing to life their experiences, this sumptuously illustrated volume reminds us why Versailles has
enchanted generations of visitors from the ancien régime to the present day.
A/AS Level History for AQA The Sun King: Louis XIV, France and Europe, 1643–1715 Student Book Feb 12 2021 A new
series of bespoke, full-coverage resources developed for the AQA 2015 A/AS Level History. Written for the AQA A/AS Level
History specifications for first teaching from 2015, this print Student Book covers The Sun King: Louis XIV, France and Europe,
1643-1715 Depth component. Completely matched to the new AQA specification, this full-colour Student Book provides
valuable background information to contextualise the period of study. Supporting students in developing their critical thinking,
research and written communication skills, it also encourages them to make links between different time periods, topics and
historical themes.
Popular history of France, to the death of Louis xiv Aug 09 2020
Love and Louis XIV Sep 21 2021 The superb historian and biographer Antonia Fraser, author of Marie Antoinette, casts new
light on the splendor and the scandals of the reign of Louis XIV in this dramatic, illuminating look at the women in his life. The
self-proclaimed Sun King, Louis XIV ruled over the most glorious and extravagant court in seventeenth-century Europe. Now,
Antonia Fraser goes behind the well-known tales of Louis’s accomplishments and follies, exploring in riveting detail his
intimate relationships with women. The king’s mother, Anne of Austria, had been in a childless marriage for twenty-two years
before she gave birth to Louis XIV. A devout Catholic, she instilled in her son a strong sense of piety and fought successfully
for his right to absolute power. In 1660, Louis married his first cousin, Marie-Thérèse, in a political arrangement. While
unfailingly kind to the official Queen of Versailles, Louis sought others to satisfy his romantic and sexual desires. After a
flirtation with his sister-in-law, his first important mistress was Louise de La Vallière, who bore him several children before
being replaced by the tempestuous and brilliant Athénaïs, marquise de Montespan. Later, when Athénaïs’s reputation was
tarnished, the King continued to support her publicly as Athénaïs left court for a life of repentance. Meanwhile her children’s
governess, the intelligent and seemingly puritanical Françoise de Maintenon, had already won the King’s affections; in a
relationship in complete contrast to his physical obsession with Athénaïs, Louis XIV lived happily with Madame de Maintenon
for the rest of his life, very probably marrying her in secret. When his grandson’s child bride, the enchanting Adelaide of
Savoy, came to Versaille she lightened the King’s last years – until tragedy struck. With consummate skill, Antonia Fraser
weaves insights into the nature of women’s religious lives – as well as such practical matters as contraception – into her
magnificent, sweeping portrait of the king, his court, and his ladies.
Louis XIV Jun 18 2021 Louis XIV ruled France for more than half a century and is typically remembered for his absolutism, his
patronage of the arts and his lavish lifestyle – culminating in the building of Versailles. This original and lively biography
focuses on Louis’s personal life while keeping the needs of the history student at the forefront, featuring analysis of Louis’s
wider significance in history and the surrounding historiography. This book balances the undeniable cultural achievements of
the reign against the realities of Louis’s egotism and argues that, when viewed critically, Louis’s rule (1643–1715) personified
the disadvantages of absolute monarchy, and inexorably led to social and political blunders, resulting in the suffering of
millions. Richard Wilkinson demonstrates that while Louis excelled as a self-publicist, he fell far short of being a great
monarch. This second edition includes an up-to-date and accessible biography, further sections on the women at Louis’s
court, France in an international context and new material looking at Louis’s involvement in ballet. This book is essential
reading for all history students and those with a general interest in one of history’s most colourful rulers.
Louis XIV: The Gift from God Sep 02 2022 An intelligent, authoritative, and often surprising biography of the most famous of
French monarchs, by an acclaimed biographer and historian. This stylish and incisive narrative presents readers with a fresh
perspective on one of the most fascinating kings in European history. Louis XIV’s story has all the ingredients of a Dumas
classic: legendary beginnings, beguiling women, court intrigue, a mysterious prisoner in an iron mask, lavish court
entertainments, the scandal of a mistress who was immersed in the dark arts, and a central character who is handsome and
romantic, but with a frighteningly dark side to his character. Louis believed himself to be semi-divine. His self-identification as
the Sun King, which was reflected in iconography by the sun god, Apollo, influenced every aspect of Louis’s life: his political
philosophy, his wars, and his relationships with courtiers and subjects. As a military strategist, Louis’s capacity was
ambiguous, but he was an astute politician who led his country to the heights of sophistication and power—and then had the
misfortune to live long enough to see it all crumble away. As the sun began to set upon this most glorious of reigns, it brought
a gathering darkness filled with the anguish of dead heirs, threatened borders, and a populace that was dangerously
dependent upon—but greatly distanced from—its king.
The Age of Louis XIV Oct 03 2022
Louis XIV, the Real Sun King Feb 24 2022 Innovator. Tyrant. Consummate showman. Passionate lover of women.After the
death of King Louis XIII in 1643, the French crown went to his first-born son and heir, four-year old Louis XIV. In the

extraordinary seventy-two years that followed, Louis le Grand - Frances self-styled Sun King - ruled France and its people,
leaving his unique and permanent mark on history and shaping fashion, art, culture and architecture like none other before.
This frank and concise book gives the reader a personal glimpse into the Sun Kings life and times as we follow his rise in
power and influence: from a miraculous royal birth no one ever expected to the rise of king as absolute monarch, through the
evolution of the glittering Chteau de Versailles, scandals and poison, four wars and many more mistresses right up to his final
days.Absolute monarch. Appointed by God.This is Louis XIV, the man. We will uncover his glorious and not-so-glorious
obsessions. His debilitating health issues. His drive and passions. And we will dispel some myths, plus reveal the people in his
intimate circle working behind the scenes on the Louis propaganda machine to ensure his legacy stayed in the history books
forever.This easy-to-read narrative is accompanied by a plethora of little-known artworks, so if youre a Louis XIV fan or
student, or just eager to know more about France's most famous king, we invite you to delve into court life of 17th century
French aristocracy, the period known as Le Grand Sicle The Grand Century.
Louis XIV Nov 11 2020 "Seminar Studies in History" aims to bridge the gap between the standardized textbook and the
specialist survey. Each book consists of a brief introduction or background to the subject, followed by a section of analysis
focusing on the main themes and issues.
Louis XIV and the Zenith of the French Monarchy Feb 01 2020 Pyrrhus Press specializes in bringing books long out of date
back to life, allowing today's readers access to yesterday's treasures. This is a history of France during the era of the Sun
King, Louis XIV, who oversaw the construction of Versailles and the strengthening of the French state. From the prologue:
"THE character and position of Louis XIV. are peculiarly difficult to estimate, partly on account of the attitude taken towards
him during his lifetime by his own subjects, partly owing to the entire misapprehension under which foreign nations laboured as
to his real aims. The French people during more than two-thirds of his long reign made him into a god and worshipped him,
while at the time of the Spanish Succession war a generation had grown up in England which, says Mr. Wyon in his History of
Great Britain during the Reign of Queen Anne, regarded "Louis XIV. as a monster of ambition with a mission from the devil to
make slaves and Papists of the whole human race, a perfidious tyrant with whom it was useless to think of entering into a
compact, whom it was absolutely necessary to bind with chains of iron." Again at the present day, modern historical writers, for
the greater part hailing from France, are well-nigh unanimous in wholesale condemnation of the age of Louis XIV. on the
ground that it was essentially the cause of the French Revolution. Even allowing that it be strictly historical to say that Louis'
reign made the Revolution inevitable, it remains none the less true that the blame, if there be any, must be shared by the
people with the King. The French nation made Louis, and Louis was the epitome of the French nation. It is easy to sympathise
with the many hostile criticisms levelled at the King by German historians, who cannot forgive the devastation of the Palatinate
or forget the loss of Strasburg. But it is peculiarly ungracious, ungrateful, and unhistorical for French writers who are well
acquainted with the history of their own country, to allow themselves to be so carried away by feeble republican predilections,
as to pour virulent abuse upon the most brilliant period of their history, and their most hardworking, painstaking, and on the
whole successful ruler."
The Splendid Century Oct 11 2020 “The Splendid Century,” penned by the brother of famous author C. S. Lewis (“Alice in
Wonderland”), is a depiction of various aspects of life in France during the reign of Louis XIV, gleaned through the author’s
thorough research of records, correspondence, and journals of the time. Using anecdotal evidence, the book probes in detail
various facets of life in France during this time, including the lives of nobles (particularly those at court) as well as commoners,
religious institutions and conflicts, the organization of the French army and its restructuring, rural life and city life, what life was
like on galley ships and passenger sailing ships, how doctors were trained, and the state of women’s education. The author
also discusses the background behind Louis XIV’s policies, illustrating their impact on French civilization, both during this time
and for generations to come. A must-read for anyone interested in French history.
Memoirs of the Court of Louis XIV. Aug 28 2019
The Greatness of Louis XIV Nov 23 2021 Leading philosophers, statesmen, and historians evaluate Louis' abilities and his
historical significance
A Kingdom of Images May 30 2022 Once considered the golden age of French printmaking, Louis XIV’s reign saw Paris
become a powerhouse of print production. During this time, the king aimed to make fine and decorative arts into signs of
French taste and skill and, by extension, into markers of his imperialist glory. Prints were ideal for achieving these goals;
reproducible and transportable, they fueled the sophisticated propaganda machine circulating images of Louis as both a man
of war and a man of culture. This richly illustrated catalogue features more than one hundred prints from the Getty Research
Institute and the Bibliothèque nationale de France in Paris, whose print collection Louis XIV established in 1667. An esteemed
international group of contributors investigates the ways that cultural policies affected printmaking; explains what constitutes a
print; describes how one became a printmaker; studies how prints were collected; and considers their reception in the ensuing
centuries. A Kingdom of Images is published to coincide with an exhibition on view at the Getty Research Institute from June
18 through September 6, 2015, and at the Bibliothèque nationale de France in Paris from November 2, 2015, through January
31, 2016.
Memoirs of Louis XIV and the Regency Aug 21 2021
Louis XIV and Twenty Million Frenchmen May 18 2021 Louis XIV is one of history’s most notorious rulers. Ruling for three
quarters of a century, the King of France had the longest reign in European history, and the effects of his rule would create the
conditions that would lead to the French Revolution. Written by an authority on 17th century Europe, Pierre Goubert not only
outlines the life the famous “Sun King." but the millions of subjects under his rule, and the effects his choices had on the them.
Praise for Louis XIV and Twenty Million Frenchman “ . . . It is safe to recommend the work as the best book available on the

subject for the educated layman.”—Kirkus Reviews “This masterful work . . . should serve a generation of student and general
readers as the essential introduction to the France of Louis XIV.”—The American Historical Review “In this field M. Goubert is a
past master, and his subtle portrayal of the great social trends of the age deserves to be widely read.”—Times Literary
Supplement
Louis XIV Sep 29 2019 In the seventeenth century France was Europes most powerful nation, and its monarch, the
flamboyant and headstrong young Louis XIV was almost an object of worship. Popularly depicted as the sun god Apollo, and
known as Le Roi soleil, he was invested with unprecedented power and privilege. For almost 50 years he was the magnificent
public face of an exceedingly rich, diverse culture. Louis XIV was also one of the most politically effective European monarchs
ever, able to present himself within France and throughout Europe as the model of royal absolutism. But as a man he was
irredeemably flawed and his reign proved ultimately damaging both to France and its monarchy. At the core of Levis
enthralling biography lies the conflict between Louis role as custodian of the grandeur of France, and his undoubted sense of
personal guilt at the effects of his rule on France and its people. It might be said he confused Frances glory with his own, and
this was behind his prodigious expenditure and the lavish brilliance of his court. Levis attempt to understand this most
extravagant of rulers leads him to ask, who was his father? Was it really Louis XIII? More likely, Levi claims, it was Cardinal
Mazarin, the man with his hands on the reins of power during the regency. A fascinating psychological portrait of the king is
explored in the context of this possibility. Levi looks in particular at what created in Louis the unlikely mixture of devotion and
promiscuity that was his hallmark. This intricate, controversial and absorbing account fully examines the lengthy and testing
role that fate cast for the Sun King in European history.
Louis XIV Jun 30 2022 An intelligent, authoritative, and often surprising biography of the most famous of French monarchs, by
an acclaimed biographer and historian. This stylish and incisive narrative presents readers with a fresh perspective on one of
the most fascinating kings in European history. Louis XIV’s story has all the ingredients of a Dumas classic: legendary
beginnings, beguiling women, court intrigue, a mysterious prisoner in an iron mask, lavish court entertainments, the scandal of
a mistress who was immersed in the dark arts, and a central character who is handsome and romantic, but with a frighteningly
dark side to his character. Louis believed himself to be semi-divine. His self-identification as the Sun King, which was reflected
in iconography by the sun god, Apollo, influenced every aspect of Louis’s life: his political philosophy, his wars, and his
relationships with courtiers and subjects. As a military strategist, Louis’s capacity was ambiguous, but he was an astute
politician who led his country to the heights of sophistication and power—and then had the misfortune to live long enough to see
it all crumble away. As the sun began to set upon this most glorious of reigns, it brought a gathering darkness filled with the
anguish of dead heirs, threatened borders, and a populace that was dangerously dependent upon—but greatly distanced
from—its king.
The Sun King's Garden Sep 09 2020 Presents an illustrated account of the creation of one of the world's most dazzling and
extensive gardens, the gardens at the palace of Versailles, noting the unique four-decade friendship between Louis XIV, the
creator of the garden, and Andre Le Ntre, the gardener.
Saint-Simon and the Court of Louis XIV Mar 28 2022 The Duke of Saint-Simon (1675-1755) was a self-obsessed courtier and
chronicler of court life under Louis XIV. Drawing heavily on his memoirs, historian Ladurie offers a wonderful portrait of life with
Louis, focusing on issues of hierarchy and rank in this tightly controlled universe. Illustrations.
Women of Versailles Jun 26 2019
The Dream of Absolutism Jun 06 2020 The Dream of Absolutism examines the political aesthetics of power under Louis XIV.
What was absolutism, and how did it work? What was the function of the ostentatious display surrounding Louis XIV at
Versailles? What is gained—and what is lost—by approaching such expressions of absolutism as propaganda, as present-day
scholars tend to do? In this sweeping reconsideration of absolutist culture, Hall Bjørnstad argues that the exuberance of Louis
XIV’s reign was not top-down propaganda in any modern sense, but rather a dream dreamt collectively, by king, court, imagemakers, and nation alike. Bjørnstad explores this dream through a sustained close analysis of a corpus of absolutist artifacts,
ranging from Charles Le Brun’s famous paintings in the Hall of Mirrors at Versailles via the king’s secret Mémoires to two littleknown particularly extravagant verbal and textual celebrations of the king. The dream of absolutism, Bjørnstad concludes, lives
at the intersection of politics and aesthetics. It is the carrier of a force that emerges as a glorious image; a participatory
emotional reality that requires reality to conform to it. It is a dream, finally, that still shapes our collective political imaginary
today.
Louis XIV and Absolutism Apr 04 2020 This unique collection of documents with commentary explores the meaning of
absolute monarchy by examining how Louis XIV of France became one of Europe’s most famous and successful rulers. In the
introduction, William Beik succinctly integrates the theoretical and practical nature of absolutism and its implications for the
development of European states and society. The documents, newly translated and carefully selected for their readability,
examine the problems of the Fronde, Colbert’s grasp of the economic and fiscal dimensions of the kingdom, the taming of the
rural nobility, the interaction of royal ministers and provincial authorities, the repression of Jansenists and Protestants, popular
rebellions, and royal image-making. Explanatory notes, a chronology, a map, a geneaology chart, and 9 striking images further
strengthen this volume’s usefulness in the undergraduate classroom.
Before Versailles Dec 25 2021 "A grand yet intimate look at the Sun King, a tale rich with detail and action."—Library Journal
(Starred Review, one of the best historical novels of the year) Before Versailles transports you to a world of secret passions
and plots, a world of duplicity and malice...a world that created one of the best–known monarchs to grace the French throne.
At the most decisive time in the young king's life, Louis XIV can taste the danger. His court teems with greed and corruption,
the wrong woman draws him into a wrenching love affair, and a mysterious boy in an iron mask haunts the woods. The untried

ruler is coming into his own in 1661, and Louis XIV must face what he is willing to sacrifice for honor and for love. Meticulously
researched and gorgeously brought to life by New York Times bestselling author Karleen Koen, Before Versailles offers up a
sumptuous, authentic exploration of a time that forged a man into a king. Praise for Before Versailles: "In this magnificently
written and researched novel, Karleen Koen brings to vibrant life the early years and loves of the future Sun King."—Jean M.
Auel, author of The Clan of the Cave Bear and the Land of Painted Caves "A baroque cornucopia spilling over with intrigue,
passion, jealousy, ambition, and rich historical detail, Before Versailles offers a glittering glimpse of the crucial months that
shaped Louis XIV into Europe's most powerful monarch."—Eleanor Herman, author of Sex with Kings
Versailles Jul 20 2021 As the author writes, "Versailles is the most famous palace in the world. Its name evokes, more than
that of any other monument, the political institution of absolute monarchy and the aesthetic qualities of vast scale and
bombastic display--features which are often evident in Baroque art." In 1668 Louis XIV decided to enlarge Versailles by
preserving his father's building, the Petit Chateau, and by enclosing it in a new structure, the Envelope. This decision, and the
history of indecision that went before and after it, are prominent themes in this book about the new Chateau of Louis XIV and
its most important interior spaces. Architect of the Eveloppe Louis Le Vau departed from his usual Italian Baroque sources to
draw upon Italian High Renaissance models for the first (and last) time in his career. Inside, the Escalier des Ambassadeurs
was designed by Francois d'Orbay, who drew upon a slightly earlier project for a Louvre stair by Claude Perrault. The history
of the frescoes in d'Orbay's staircase proves that decorative schemes at Versailles were especially susceptible to bearing
imagery directly alluding to or representing contemporary events. Chapters on the Planetary Room and the Galerie des
Glaces, then, continue the discussions of decorative themes and the pull between tradition and innovation in design. The
palace at Versailles has been the subject of an abundance of published documents and modern art-historical studies;
however, the investigator will discover that numerous art-historical problems are unresolved and there are new and fruitful
questions to be posed. The author offers new solutions to old problems, explores new questions, and discusses artistic forms
within a broader art-historical context than is encountered in past treatments. Though modern scholarship on Versailles has
been strengthened by important studies by Alfred Marie, Fiske Kimball, and other who have drawn on both primary published
sources and unpublished documents, Professor Berger has discovered that published sources of the late 17th century and the
18th century provide rich material that has as yet been underutilized.
The Age of Louis XIV. Oct 30 2019
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