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inability to innovate, soaring labor costs, huge deficits, chronic inefficiency, and declining service
standards. He blames most of these problems on the postal service's monopoly status. Competition
produces efficiency and innovation; monopoly breeds inefficiency, high costs and stagnation. He also
examines the experiences of other countries and other industries that may be valuable in prescribing
reform for the postal service. The breakup of AT&T provides lessons that may be applied to postal reform.
The long-run effects of deregulation on the airline industry are also examined. Since the postal service has
serious union problems, Adie looks at the air traffic controllers' strike and other evidence on pay and labor
relations in government unions. Finally, Adie examines the experiences of Canada and Great Britain with
privatization of government companies. He then offers a comprehensive—and controversial—reform plan
for the U.S. Postal Service, with no further monopoly privileges or taxpayer subsidies. He argues that
private companies should be free to compete with the Postal Service, and it, in turn, should be free to
compete in all phases of the communications business. Without privatization and deregulation, the Postal
Service is doomed to continuing inefficiency, rising costs, worsening labor relations, and an increasing loss
of customers to more innovative and efficient service providers. Competition would give the Postal Service
a chance to enter the 21st century as a modern, efficient company. It would also give American consumers
a chance to have the kind of mail service that a modern economy demands.
Neither Snow Nor Rain Dec 06 2020 Founded by Benjamin Franklin, USPS was the information network
that bound far-flung Americans together, fostered a common culture, and helped American business to
prosper. A first class stamp remains one of the greatest bargains of all time, and yet, the USPS is slowly
vanishing. Critics say it is slow and archaic. Mail volume is down. The workforce is shrinking. Post offices
are closing. This is a multifaceted history, full of remarkable characters, from the stamp-collecting FDR, to
the revolutionaries who challenged USPSs monopoly on mail, to the renegade union members who brought
the system--and the country--to a halt in the 1970s. An exciting and engrossing read, this is the first major
history of the USPS in over fifty years.
Post Office Reform Jul 13 2021 White Paper
Relays Oct 16 2021 This book examines how one aspect of the social and technological situation of
literature--namely, the postal system--determined how literature was produced and what was produced
within literature. Language itself has the structure of a relay, where what is transmitted depends on a prior
withholding. The social arrangements and technologies for achieving this transmission thus have had a
particularly powerful impact on the imagination of literature as a medium. The book has three parts. The
first part reconstructs the postal conditions of classic and Romantic literature: the invention of postage in
the seventeenth century, which transformed the postal system into a service meant to be used by the
population (instead of by the prince alone); the sexualization of letter writing, which was introduced in the

Postal Reform, 2013 May 23 2022
Utilities Reform in Twenty-First Century Australia Dec 26 2019 Utilities Reform in 21st Century
Australia: Providing the Essentials traces the development and consequences of the economic reform
measures undertaken in the utilities sector in Australia (communications, energy, water/wastewater
services, and transport) in the last years of the 20th century, and early decades of the 21st century. In
doing so, it looks at the process of reform across industries, and across the state and federal jurisdictions,
to identify what motivations the various governments had for pursing reform, how change varied across
jurisdictions, and what issues arose in the process. Although by the mid-1990s all states and territories and
the Australian Government were committed to reforming utilities as part of the National Competition
Policy, not all pursued this reform with the same degree of speed and breadth of action. The broad trends
of economic reform in Australia, and abroad, are also touched upon, to provide an outline of the wider
context in which the reform of the utilities occurred. This book, therefore, explores the relationship
between politics and society on the one hand and economic reform on the other; as well on as the efforts of
governments in Australia to promote economic growth and the wealth of Australians in an increasingly
complex and challenging global economic climate.
Morality and the Mail in Nineteenth-Century America Dec 18 2021 Morality and the Mail in
Nineteenth-Century America explores the evolution of postal innovations that sparked a communication
revolution in nineteenth-century America. Wayne E. Fuller examines how evangelical Protestants, the
nation’s dominant religious group, struggled against those transformations in American society that they
believed threatened to paganize the Christian nation they were determined to save. Drawing on House and
Senate documents, postmasters general reports, and the Congressional Record, as well as sermons,
speeches, and articles from numerous religious and secular periodicals, Fuller illuminates the problems the
changed postal system posed for evangelicals, from Sunday mail delivery and Sunday newspapers to an
avalanche of unseemly material brought into American homes via improved mail service and reduced
postage prices. Along the way, Fuller offers new perspectives on the church and state controversy in the
United States as well as on publishing, politics, birth control, the lottery, censorship, Congress’s postal
power, and the waning of evangelical Protestant influence.
Monopoly Mail Nov 17 2021 First class postage rates have risen from six cents in 1971 to 25 cents in
1988. This rapid increase might be justifiable if service had improved commen-surately, but in fact postal
service has steadily deteriorated. The Postal Service concedes that it takes ten percent longer to deliver a
first class letter than it did in the 1960s, and one recent postmaster general admits that delivery may have
been more reliable in the 1920s. In this volume, Adie reviews the failures of the U.S. Postal Service—an
21st-century-postal-service-act-of-2012
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middle of the eighteenth century and changed the reading of a letter into an interpretation of intimate
confessions of the soul; and Goethes turning of this new ontology of the letter into a logistics of literature
whereby literary authorship was constructed by means of postal logistics, with the precision of engineering.
The second part analyzes nineteenth-century postal innovations that facilitated communication through
letters and examines how literary works were able to live off such communication. These innovations
included the reform of the post office; the invention of the postage stamp; the Universal Postal Union,
which subjected letter writing to an economy of materials and uniform standards; and the telegraph and the
telephone, which surpassed literature in terms of speed, economy, and analog-signal processing. In the
third part, on the basis of a close reading of Franz Kafkas letters to his typist-fiancée, the author
demonstrates how postal logistics of love and authorship have worked in the era of modern postal systems
and technical media. Kafkas correspondence is deciphered as a "war of nerves waged by means of all
available techniques and conditions of transmission.
Paper Trails Jan 19 2022 A groundbreaking history of how the US Post made the nineteenth-century
American West. There were five times as many post offices in the United States in 1899 than there are
McDonald's restaurants today. During an era of supposedly limited federal government, the United States
operated the most expansive national postal system in the world. In this cutting-edge interpretation of the
late nineteenth-century United States, Cameron Blevins argues that the US Post wove together two of the
era's defining projects: western expansion and the growth of state power. Between the 1860s and the early
1900s, the western United States underwent a truly dramatic reorganization of people, land, capital, and
resources. It had taken Anglo-Americans the better part of two hundred years to occupy the eastern half of
the continent, yet they occupied the West within a single generation. As millions of settlers moved into the
region, they relied on letters and newspapers, magazines and pamphlets, petitions and money orders to
stay connected to the wider world. Paper Trails maps the spread of the US Post using a dataset of more
than 100,000 post offices, revealing a new picture of the federal government in the West. The western
postal network bore little resemblance to the civil service bureaucracies typically associated with
government institutions. Instead, the US Post grafted public mail service onto private businesses,
contracting with stagecoach companies to carry the mail and paying local merchants to distribute letters
from their stores. These arrangements allowed the US Post to rapidly spin out a vast and ephemeral web of
postal infrastructure to thousands of distant places. The postal network's sprawling geography and
localized operations forces a reconsideration of the American state, its history, and the ways in which it
exercised power.
Examining Innovative Postal Products for the 21st Century Aug 14 2021
How the Post Office Created America Oct 28 2022 A masterful history of a long underappreciated
institution, How the Post Office Created America examines the surprising role of the postal service in our
nation’s political, social, economic, and physical development. The founders established the post office
before they had even signed the Declaration of Independence, and for a very long time, it was the U.S.
government’s largest and most important endeavor—indeed, it was the government for most citizens. This
was no conventional mail network but the central nervous system of the new body politic, designed to bind
thirteen quarrelsome colonies into the United States by delivering news about public affairs to every
citizen—a radical idea that appalled Europe’s great powers. America’s uniquely democratic post powerfully
shaped its lively, argumentative culture of uncensored ideas and opinions and made it the world’s
information and communications superpower with astonishing speed. Winifred Gallagher presents the
history of the post office as America’s own story, told from a fresh perspective over more than two
centuries. The mandate to deliver the mail—then “the media”—imposed the federal footprint on vast, often
contested parts of the continent and transformed a wilderness into a social landscape of post roads and
villages centered on post offices. The post was the catalyst of the nation’s transportation grid, from the
stagecoach lines to the airlines, and the lifeline of the great migration from the Atlantic to the Pacific. It
enabled America to shift from an agrarian to an industrial economy and to develop the publishing industry,
the consumer culture, and the political party system. Still one of the country’s two major civilian employers,
the post was the first to hire women, African Americans, and other minorities for positions in public life.
Starved by two world wars and the Great Depression, confronted with the country’s increasingly anti21st-century-postal-service-act-of-2012

2/6

institutional mind-set, and struggling with its doubled mail volume, the post stumbled badly in the turbulent
1960s. Distracted by the ensuing modernization of its traditional services, however, it failed to transition
from paper mail to email, which prescient observers saw as its logical next step. Now the post office is at a
crossroads. Before deciding its future, Americans should understand what this grand yet overlooked
institution has accomplished since 1775 and consider what it should and could contribute in the twenty-first
century. Gallagher argues that now, more than ever before, the imperiled post office deserves this effort,
because just as the founders anticipated, it created forward-looking, communication-oriented, idea-driven
America.
Undelivered Nov 05 2020 For eight days in March 1970, over 200,000 postal workers staged an illegal
"wildcat" strike--the largest in United States history--for better wages and working conditions. Picket lines
started in New York and spread across the country like wildfire. Strikers defied court injunctions, threats of
termination, and their own union leaders. In the negotiated aftermath, the U.S. Post Office became the U.S.
Postal Service, and postal workers received full collective bargaining rights and wage increases, all the
while continuing to fight for greater democracy within their unions. Using archives, periodicals, and oral
histories, Philip Rubio shows how this strike, born of frustration and rising expectations and emerging as
part of a larger 1960s-1970s global rank-and-file labor upsurge, transformed the post office and postal
unions. It also led to fifty years of clashes between postal unions and management over wages, speedup,
privatization, automation, and service. Rubio revives the 1970 strike story and connects it to today's postal
financial crisis that threatens the future of a vital 245-year-old public communications institution and its
labor unions.
The Post Office in Ireland Sep 03 2020 This is the first complete history of the Irish Post Office, an
institution which has been at the heart of Irish life for over 300 years. It tells the story of how a small letter
office grew into one of the greatest departments of State, influencing developments in areas of life which
ranged from transport and communications to economics, technology and national identity. From the early
days of postboys and packet ships to the introduction of the telegraph and telephone, the Post Office has
played a vital role in communications, delivering mail to all parts of the island, maintaining precious links
between Ireland and its emigrants, and representing, through the friendly face of a local postman or
postmistress, an approachable facet of Government. Always a commercial enterprise as well as a public
service, the Post Office has had to deal with the tensions that arise in that relationship and which today
pose particularly serious challenges. At the heart of the book are the men and women whose fascinating
stories and sympathetic characters have moulded the shape of the department and ensured its survival in
the face of personal turmoil, rebellion and political intrigue. Drawing on much unpublished material, The
Post Office in Ireland: An Illustrated History reveals an organisation that has been quietly influential in the
development of Irish society and pays tribute to those who have faithfully served it. From letters and
telegrams, to railways, radio and the GPO itself – this history of the Irish Post Office tells the story of our
nation and its people in a unique and accessible way.
Post Office Feb 26 2020 "It began as a mistake." By middle age, Henry Chinaski has lost more than twelve
years of his life to the U.S. Postal Service. In a world where his three true, bitter pleasures are women,
booze, and racetrack betting, he somehow drags his hangover out of bed every dawn to lug waterlogged
mailbags up mud-soaked mountains, outsmart vicious guard dogs, and pray to survive the day-to-day trials
of sadistic bosses and certifiable coworkers. This classic 1971 novel—the one that catapulted its author to
national fame—is the perfect introduction to the grimly hysterical world of legendary writer, poet, and Dirty
Old Man Charles Bukowski and his fictional alter ego, Chinaski.
The U.S. Postal Service Jun 12 2021 Today, many people regard the postal service as an outdated method of
notification. However, the U.S. postal service is the only delivery service that reaches every address in the
United States. The U.S. Constitution officially established this important institution, which traces its roots
back to the Second Continental Congress in 1775. Without the postal service, many people would not be
able to receive necessary correspondence. This book explores the history of the U.S. Postal Service and the
role of this institution is vital to American daily life. Full-color photographs and a graphic organizer provide
students with the tools necessary to make connections beyond the text.
Paper Trails Jul 01 2020 Between the 1860s and the early 1900s, the western United States underwent one
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of the most dramatic reorganizations of people, land, capital, and resources in American history. Paper
Trails tells a new history of the nation's western expansion by shining a light on the era's largest
government institution: the US Post.
There's Always Work at the Post Office Mar 29 2020 This book brings to life the important but neglected
story of African American postal workers and the critical role they played in the U.S. labor and black
freedom movements. Historian Philip Rubio, a former postal worker, integrates civil rights, labor, and left
movement histories that too often are written as if they happened separately. Centered on New York City
and Washington, D.C., the book chronicles a struggle of national significance through its examination of the
post office, a workplace with facilities and unions serving every city and town in the United States. Black
postal workers--often college-educated military veterans--fought their way into postal positions and unions
and became a critical force for social change. They combined black labor protest and civic traditions to
construct a civil rights unionism at the post office. They were a major factor in the 1970 nationwide postal
wildcat strike, which resulted in full collective bargaining rights for the major postal unions under the
newly established U.S. Postal Service in 1971. In making the fight for equality primary, African American
postal workers were influential in shaping today's post office and postal unions.
The Last Monopoly May 11 2021 Papers presented at the Cato Institute conference, held June 14, 1995, in
Washington, D.C. Includes bibliographical references and index.
Mail @ the Millennium Aug 26 2022 Mail in the 21st Century
Universal Postal Service in the 21st. Century Jun 24 2022 Almost like the Holy Grail, the Universal
Postal Service is deemed inviolable by many in the global postal fraternity. Numerous postal operators
across the world still hold to the position of a single postal territory, to ensure that all postal customers
enjoy the right to a hitherto unchallenged universal postal service involving the permanent provision of
quality basic postal services at all points in their respective territories, at affordable prices. However, the
grim reality is that the postal sector has undergone a significant transformation and the landscape has
changed dramatically. Against this backdrop, the goal of maintaining the status quo of a static and
traditional universal postal service is increasingly untenable. A dynamic and flexible capacity/market based
approach has been developed to overhaul the archaic universal postal service; thereby increasing its
relevance, applicability and commercial robustness. In a very real sense, it is "high noon" for the traditional
universal postal service. The proposed capacity/market based approach will facilitate the creation of a
vibrant new world order for the universal postal service best suited to the 21st. century.
Masters of the Post Jan 07 2021 The origins of the Post Office go back to the early years of the Tudor
monarchy: Brian Tuke, a former King's Bailiff in Sandwich, was acknowledged as the first 'Master of the
Posts' by Cardinal Wolsey in 1512, and went on to build up a network of 'postmasters' across England for
Henry VIII. Over the following five hundred years the Royal Mail expanded to an unimaginable degree to
become the largest employer in the country, and the face of the British state for most people in their
everyday lives. But it also faced the demands of an increasingly commercial marketplace. With the election
of Margaret Thatcher in 1979, the possibility of privatising the Royal Mail has prompted passionate
arguments - and has added immeasurably to the difficulties of running it. In charting the whole of this
extraordinary story, Duncan Campbell-Smith recounts a series of remarkable tales, including how postal
engineers built the first programmable computer for the wartime code-breakers of Bletchley Park and how
the Royal Mail managed to successfully continue delivering post to the front lines during two world wars,
but also how they failed to avert the Great Train Robbery of 1963. He brings to life many of the dominant
personalities in the Royal Mail's history - from Rowland Hill, who imposed a uniform penny post and set the
great Victorian expansion on its way, to Tony Benn who championed the modernisation of the service in the
1960s and Tom Jackson who led the postal workers' biggest union through fifteen frequently stormy years
up to 1982. This is the first complete history of the Royal Mail up to the present day, based on its
comprehensive archives, and including the first detailed account of the past half-century of Britain's postal
history, made possible by privileged access to confidential records. Today's debate over the future of the
Royal Mail is shown to be just the ;atest chapter in a centuries-old conflict between its roles raising revenue
and serving the public. Will its employees remain, like Brian Tuke's postmasters, servants of the Crown?
This book could hardly appear at a more timely moment.
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The Postal Age Apr 22 2022 Americans commonly recognize television, e-mail, and instant messaging as
agents of pervasive cultural change. But many of us may not realize that what we now call snail mail was
once just as revolutionary. As David M. Henkin argues in The Postal Age, a burgeoning postal network
initiated major cultural shifts during the nineteenth century, laying the foundation for the
interconnectedness that now defines our ever-evolving world of telecommunications. This fascinating
history traces these shifts from their beginnings in the mid-1800s, when cheaper postage, mass literacy,
and migration combined to make the long-established postal service a more integral and viable part of
everyday life. With such dramatic events as the Civil War and the gold rush underscoring the importance
and necessity of the post, a surprisingly broad range of Americans—male and female, black and white,
native-born and immigrant—joined this postal network, regularly interacting with distant locales before the
existence of telephones or even the widespread use of telegraphy. Drawing on original letters and diaries
from the period, as well as public discussions of the expanding postal system, Henkin tells the story of how
these Americans adjusted to a new world of long-distance correspondence, crowded post offices, junk mail,
valentines, and dead letters. The Postal Age paints a vibrant picture of a society where possibilities
proliferated for the kinds of personal and impersonal communications that we often associate with more
recent historical periods. In doing so, it significantly increases our understanding of both antebellum
America and our own chapter in the history of communications.
The Postal Age Mar 21 2022 Americans commonly recognize television, e-mail, and instant messaging as
agents of pervasive cultural change. But many of us may not realize that what we now call snail mail was
once just as revolutionary. As David M. Henkin argues in The Postal Age, a burgeoning postal network
initiated major cultural shifts during the nineteenth century, laying the foundation for the
interconnectedness that now defines our ever-evolving world of telecommunications. This fascinating
history traces these shifts from their beginnings in the mid-1800s, when cheaper postage, mass literacy,
and migration combined to make the long-established postal service a more integral and viable part of
everyday life. With such dramatic events as the Civil War and the gold rush underscoring the importance
and necessity of the post, a surprisingly broad range of Americans—male and female, black and white,
native-born and immigrant—joined this postal network, regularly interacting with distant locales before the
existence of telephones or even the widespread use of telegraphy. Drawing on original letters and diaries
from the period, as well as public discussions of the expanding postal system, Henkin tells the story of how
these Americans adjusted to a new world of long-distance correspondence, crowded post offices, junk mail,
valentines, and dead letters. The Postal Age paints a vibrant picture of a society where possibilities
proliferated for the kinds of personal and impersonal communications that we often associate with more
recent historical periods. In doing so, it significantly increases our understanding of both antebellum
America and our own chapter in the history of communications.
Spreading the News Feb 20 2022 In the seven decades from its establishment in 1775 to the
commercialization of the electric telegraph in 1844, the American postal system spurred a communications
revolution no less far-reaching than the subsequent revolutions associated with the telegraph, telephone,
and computer. This book tells the story of that revolution and the challenge it posed for American business,
politics, and cultural life. During the early republic, the postal system was widely hailed as one of the most
important institutions of the day. No other institution had the capacity to transmit such a large volume of
information on a regular basis over such an enormous geographical expanse. The stagecoaches and
postriders who conveyed the mail were virtually synonymous with speed. In the United States, the
unimpeded transmission of information has long been hailed as a positive good. In few other countries has
informational mobility been such a cherished ideal. Richard John shows how postal policy can help explain
this state of affairs. He discusses its influence on the development of such information-intensive institutions
as the national market, the voluntary association, and the mass party. He traces its consequences for
ordinary Americans, including women, blacks, and the poor. In a broader sense, he shows how the postal
system worked to create a national society out of a loose union of confederated states. This exploration of
the role of the postal system in American public life provides a fresh perspective not only on an important
but neglected chapter in American history, but also on the origins of some of the most distinctive features
of American life today. Table of Contents: Preface Acknowledgments The Postal System as an Agent of
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Change The Communications Revolution Completing the Network The Imagined Community The Invasion
of the Sacred The Wellspring of Democracy The Interdiction of Dissent Conclusion Abbreviations Notes
Sources Index Reviews of this book: "[A] splendid new book...that gives the lie to any notion that
'government' and 'administration' were 'absent' in early America." DD--Theda Skocpol, Social Science
History "This well-researched and elegantly written book will become a model for historians attempting to
link public policy to cultural and political change...[It] will engage not only historians of the early republic,
but all scholars interested in the relationship between state and society." DD--John Majewski, Journal of
Economic History "The strength of the book is...the author's ability to untangle the thousands of social,
political, economic, and cultural threads of the postal fabric and to rearrange them into a clear and
compelling social history." DD--Roy Alden Atwood, Journal of American History "Richard R. John provides
an insightful cultural history of the often-overlooked American postal system, concentrating on its
preeminent status for long-distance communication between its birth in 1775 and the commercialization of
the electric telegraph in 1844...John effectively draws upon government documents, newspapers,
travelogues, and contemporary social and political histories to argue that the postal system causes and
mirrors dramatic changes in American public life during this period...John focuses his study on the
communication revolution of the past, yet his meticulous analysis of the complex motives forming the postal
institution and its policies relate to such current controversies as those that surround the transmission of
information in cyberspace. These contemporary disputes highlight the power of the government in shaping
the communication of the people. John privileges the postal institution as the reigning communication
system, yet he links it with the developing ideology of the nation, and the scope of his study ensures its
value--in the disciplines of communication studies, literature, history, and political science, among others-as a history of the past and present." DD--Sarah R. Marino, Canadian Review of American Studies
"Spreading the News exemplifies the kind of sophisticated and nuanced research that US postal history has
long needed. Richard R. John breaks from the internalist, antiquarian tradition characteristic of so many
post office histories to place the postal system at the centre of American national development." DD-Richard B. Kielbowicz, Business History "[John] presents a thoroughly researched and well-written
book...[which will give] insight into the history of the post office and its impact on American life." DD-Library Journal "It is surely true that in Richard John the post has had the good fortune to have found its
proper historian, one capable of appreciating the complex design and social importance of the means a
people use to distribute information. He has also accomplished the impressive feat of gathering together
the pieces of a postal history present elsewhere as so many tiny fragments. John has drawn into a coherent
design the stories of postal patronage, the decisions about postal privacy, the incidents along post roads
used by others as illustrative anecdotes. John's work has inspired in him a deep appreciation for the
accomplishments of the post." DD--Ann Fabian, The Yale Review "John's book explains how the letters and
newspapers sent through the post were really the glue that held the early 13 states together and that
embraced additional states as the nation expanded westward...It is a splendid attempt to show the
importance of mail service in the years before the telegraph or the telephone made at least brief news
transmission possible. The postal system of the 19th century really was a factor, perhaps the major factor,
in making the United States one nation." DD--Richard B. Graham, Linn's Stamp News "This book traces the
central role of the postal system in [its] communications revolution and its contribution to American public
life. The author shows how the postal system influenced the establishment of a national society out of a
loose union of confederated states. Richard John throws light onto a chapter in American history that is
often neglected but sets up the origins of some of the most distinctive features of American life today...The
book is a comprehensive study on an important American institution during a critical epoch in its history."
DD--Monika Plum, Prometheus [UK] "John has produced an original, well-documented, and thoughtful study
that offers alternative and enticing interpretations of Jacksonian policies and public institutions." DD-Choice
Postal Service Guide to U.S. Stamps 2017 Apr 29 2020 The 44th Edition of The Postal Service Guide to
U.S.Stamps presents 171 years of U.S. stamps, from the Postmasters' Provisionals of 1845, through the
final issuance of 2017. Beautiful high-resolution imagery and updated values accompany stamps and postal
stationary from across the Postal archive. Special "back-of-the-book" sections include the 19th century
21st-century-postal-service-act-of-2012

Newspaper and Periodical stamps, Airmail, Special Delivery, Official Mail, and Federal Duck Stamps. The
Guide opens with a beautiful presentation of the 2017 U.S. stamp program. An illustrated tutorial on the
use of the Guide is followed by an introduction to the hobby with tips on stamp collecting. Each year of the
U.S. stamp program opens with background information on that period in Philatelic history. Interesting
anecodotes and "fun facts" are sprinkled throughout the pages of the Guide, and several pages of philatelic
resources are offered at the close of the book.
Neither Snow Nor Rain Jul 25 2022 “[The] book makes you care what happens to its main protagonist, the
U.S. Postal Service itself. And, as such, it leaves you at the end in suspense.” —USA Today Founded by
Benjamin Franklin, the United States Postal Service was the information network that bound far-flung
Americans together, and yet, it is slowly vanishing. Critics say it is slow and archaic. Mail volume is down.
The workforce is shrinking. Post offices are closing. In Neither Snow Nor Rain, journalist Devin Leonard
tackles the fascinating, centuries-long history of the USPS, from the first letter carriers through Franklin’s
days, when postmasters worked out of their homes and post roads cut new paths through the wilderness.
Under Andrew Jackson, the post office was molded into a vast patronage machine, and by the 1870s, over
seventy percent of federal employees were postal workers. As the country boomed, USPS aggressively
developed new technology, from mobile post offices on railroads and airmail service to mechanical sorting
machines and optical character readers. Neither Snow Nor Rain is a rich, multifaceted history, full of
remarkable characters, from the stamp-collecting FDR, to the revolutionaries who challenged USPS’s
monopoly on mail, to the renegade union members who brought the system—and the country—to a halt in
the 1970s. “Delectably readable . . . Leonard’s account offers surprises on almost every other page . . .
[and] delivers both the triumphs and travails with clarity, wit and heart.” —Chicago Tribune
The United States Postal Service Feb 08 2021
The Negro Motorist Green Book Jun 19 2019 The idea of "The Green Book" is to give the Motorist and
Tourist a Guide not only of the Hotels and Tourist Homes in all of the large cities, but other classifications
that will be found useful wherever he may be. Also facts and information that the Negro Motorist can use
and depend upon. There are thousands of places that the public doesn't know about and aren't listed.
Perhaps you know of some? If so send in their names and addresses and the kind of business, so that we
might pass it along to the rest of your fellow Motorists. You will find it handy on your travels, whether at
home or in some other state, and is up to date. Each year we are compiling new lists as some of these
places move, or go out of business and new business places are started giving added employment to
members of our race.
Solutions to the Crisis Facing the U.S. Postal Service Oct 24 2019
The Economics of Postal Service Jan 27 2020 Postal service has received considerably less attention in
the economics literature than traditional public utilities. Postal service is facing some very important
challenges arising out of the increasingly high-tech nature of postal service, the entry of competition into
the business, and new attitudes on the part of government to postal service. In the United Kingdom and
Germany the increased interest in privatization and recognition of the benefits of competition are likely to
have an impact on postal service. These challenges mean that postal managers must learn new ways of
doing business, not just in successfully introducing new hardware and in new internal operating
procedures, but also in the development of new pricing and costing methodologies and in the introduction
of new management information systems. In order to deal with these new developments managers need a
solid foundation in applied microeconomic theory as it relates to postal service. This book encompasses the
theoretical foundation for postal policy, particularly with regard to pricing, service quality, and competitive
issues.
British Mail Steamers to South America, 1851-1965 Aug 02 2020 During the nineteenth century
Britain’s maritime, commercial and colonial interests all depended upon a regular and reliable flow of
seaborne information from around the globe. Whilst the telegraph increasingly came to dominate longdistance communication, postal services by sea played a vital role in the network of information exchange,
particularly to the more distant locations. Much importance was placed upon these services by the British
government which provided large subsidies to a small number of commercial companies to operate them.
Concentrating initially on the mail service between Britain and South America, this book explores the
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economic and political involvement of, at the outset, The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company (later, Royal
Mail Lines) from 1851 until 1874. (The Company’s West Indies services were subsidized from 1840 until the
early years of the 20th century.) As well as providing a business history of the Royal Mail companies the
book reveals much of the development of Brazil and Argentina as trading nations and the many and varied
consequences of maintaining a long-distance mail service. Improved ship design led to larger vessels of
greater cargo capacities, essential to the growth of the lucrative, and highly competitive, import/export
trades between Britain and Europe and South America. The provision of increased passenger services
contributed to the very considerable British financial, commercial and industrial interests in Latin America
well into the 20th century. The book also addresses the international competition faced by Royal Mail Lines
which reflected Britain’s progressively diminishing dominance of global trade and shipping. In all this book
has much to say that will interest not only business historians but all those seeking a better understating of
Britain’s maritime and economic history.
Making Government Manageable Sep 22 2019 Publisher Description
Post Office Reform Apr 10 2021
First Class Oct 04 2020 Investigating the essential role that the postal system plays in American democracy
and how the corporate sector has attempted to destroy it. "With First Class: The U.S. Postal Service,
Democracy, and the Corporate Threat, Christopher Shaw makes a brilliant case for polishing the USPS up
and letting it shine in the 21st century."—John Nichols, national affairs correspondent for The Nation and
author of Coronavirus Criminals and Pandemic Profiteers: Accountability for Those Who Caused the Crisis
The fight over the future of the U.S. Postal Service is on. For years, corporate interests and political
ideologues have pushed to remake the USPS, turning it from a public institution into a private
business—and now, with mail-in voting playing a key role in local, state, and federal elections, the attacks
have escalated. Leadership at the USPS has been handed over to special interests whose plan for the future
includes higher postage costs, slower delivery times, and fewer post offices, policies that will inevitably
weaken this invaluable public service and source of employment. Despite the general shift to digital
communication, the vast majority of the American people—and small businesses—still rely heavily on the
U.S. postal system, and many are rallying to defend it. First Class brings readers to the front lines of the
struggle, explaining the various forces at work for and against a strong postal system, and presenting
reasonable ideas for strengthening and expanding its capacity, services, and workforce. Emphasizing the
essential role the USPS has played ever since Benjamin Franklin served as our first Postmaster General,
author Christopher Shaw warns of the consequences for the country—and for our democracy—if we don’t
win this fight. Praise for First Class: Piece by piece, an essential national infrastructure is being dismantled
without our consent. Shaw makes an eloquent case for why the post office is worth saving and why, for the
sake of American democracy, it must be saved."—Steve Hutkins, founder/editor of Save the Post Office and
Professor of English at New York University "The USPS is essential for a democratic American society;
thank goodness we have this new book from Christopher W. Shaw explaining why."—Danny Caine, author
of Save the USPS and owner of the Raven Book Store, Lawrence, KS "Shaw's excellent analysis of the
Postal Service and its vital role in American Democracy couldn't be more timely. … First Class should serve
as a clarion call for Americans to halt the dismantling and to, instead, preserve and enhance the institution
that can bind the nation together."—Ruth Y. Goldway, Retired Chair and Commissioner, U.S. Postal
Regulatory Commission, responsible for the Forever Stamps "In a time of community fracture and
corporate predation, Shaw argues, a first-class post office of the future can bring communities together and
offer exploitation-free banking and other services."—Robert Weissman, president of Public Citizen
The Effects of the Postal Service's Policies on Small Business Aug 22 2019
The Postal Service in the 21st Century Mar 09 2021
An American Postal Portrait Sep 15 2021 The mail has a powerful connection with the American people.
Who hasn't shared the experience of waiting eagerly for a letter to arrive or felt the rush of excitement at
hearing footsteps near the door signaling the arrival of a delivery? This first-ever photographic history of
the United States Postal Service pays tribute to the everyday people who have worked through rain, sleet,
and snow to bring mail to American families. In over 200 rarely seen photographs, beginning with the
advent of photography in 1860 and continuing to the present, An American Postal Portrait celebrates the
21st-century-postal-service-act-of-2012

fascinating behind-the-scenes stories, the innovative technological accomplishments, and the unique
imprint the Postal Service workforce has made on American life. Starting with the earliest Post Office
outposts on the remote western frontier, the photographs highlight the great events, ideas, and inventions
of the past century and a half--from mail delivery by stagecoach and horseback to the rapid utilization of
the railroads and airplanes to the sophisticated sorting machines automating the processing of mail today.
Captivating and unforgettable, these pages trace our nation's progress from its rural and isolated past to
the high-tech, information-driven present, revealing a Postal Service that has helped to bind our growing
nation together--one that continues to march in unison with America into the future. Compiled from the
collection of the United States Postal Service, the National Archives, the Library of Congress, and other
sources, An American Postal Portrait is a well-deserved tribute to our nation's foremost communications
institution and the enduring American spirit. For more than 200 years, the United States Postal Service has
provided the American people with a secure and efficient delivery connection that binds our nation
together. Today, postal employees handle approximately 41 percent of the world's volume--more than 650
million pieces every day, 3.9 billion pieces every week--delivering to a total of 130 million households and
businesses. The United States Postal Service is the universal gateway to the American household.
General Oversight of the U.S. Postal Service Nov 24 2019
How the Post Office Created America Sep 27 2022 “’The history of its Post Office is nothing less than the
story of America,’ Ms. Gallagher’s opening sentence declares, and in this lively book she makes the case
well.”—Wall Street Journal A masterful history of a long underappreciated institution, How the Post Office
Created America examines the surprising role of the postal service in our nation’s political, social,
economic, and physical development. The founders established the post office before they had even signed
the Declaration of Independence, and for a very long time, it was the U.S. government’s largest and most
important endeavor—indeed, it was the government for most citizens. This was no conventional mail
network but the central nervous system of the new body politic, designed to bind thirteen quarrelsome
colonies into the United States by delivering news about public affairs to every citizen—a radical idea that
appalled Europe’s great powers. America’s uniquely democratic post powerfully shaped its lively,
argumentative culture of uncensored ideas and opinions and made it the world’s information and
communications superpower with astonishing speed. Winifred Gallagher presents the history of the post
office as America’s own story, told from a fresh perspective over more than two centuries. The mandate to
deliver the mail—then “the media”—imposed the federal footprint on vast, often contested parts of the
continent and transformed a wilderness into a social landscape of post roads and villages centered on post
offices. The post was the catalyst of the nation’s transportation grid, from the stagecoach lines to the
airlines, and the lifeline of the great migration from the Atlantic to the Pacific. It enabled America to shift
from an agrarian to an industrial economy and to develop the publishing industry, the consumer culture,
and the political party system. Still one of the country’s two major civilian employers, the post was the first
to hire women, African Americans, and other minorities for positions in public life. Starved by two world
wars and the Great Depression, confronted with the country’s increasingly anti-institutional mind-set, and
struggling with its doubled mail volume, the post stumbled badly in the turbulent 1960s. Distracted by the
ensuing modernization of its traditional services, however, it failed to transition from paper mail to email,
which prescient observers saw as its logical next step. Now the post office is at a crossroads. Before
deciding its future, Americans should understand what this grand yet overlooked institution has
accomplished since 1775 and consider what it should and could contribute in the twenty-first century.
Gallagher argues that now, more than ever before, the imperiled post office deserves this effort, because
just as the founders anticipated, it created forward-looking, communication-oriented, idea-driven America.
Great American Post Offices Jul 21 2019 Before the advent of mass communication, the neighborhood
post office and the church were the very heart of civic life throughout most of rural America. The
Smithsonian's postal historian James Bruns takes us on a fascinating journey through three centuries of
American history as embodied in its post offices. Bruns covers 500 historic post office sites across the U.S.
181 photos.
Annual Report of the Postmaster General May 31 2020
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